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    “In everything give thanks; for this is the  

     will of God in Christ Jesus concerning  

     you.  (I Thessalonians 5:18) 
 

      Welcome November—the month of our time-

tested tradition of giving thanks.  And, although 

Believers always seem to lift up this Thessaloni-

ans text during this month, we are clear that 

throughout God’s Word, we are called to always 

give thanks—not just on Thanksgiving Day or 

Thanksgiving month, but every day of our lives, 

whenever we can, wherever we can, and as often 

as we can!  And, so, during this month, we take 

special time to examine God’s Word, and God’s 

expectation, and God’s command that we give 

thanks. 

      Yet, the text gives some parameters about our 

thanksgiving.  We are to be cheerful no matter 

what happens to us. This is a tall order for many 

of us because we are constantly asking the ques-

tions: “How can I give thanks when my life is in a 

mess?  How can I give thanks when I’m not in the 

best of health?  How can I give thanks when I’m 

not living where I want to live?  How can I give 

thanks when I don’t have enough money to do 

what I want to do?  But, the question that we 

should be asking is “How can we NOT give 

thanks, when we consider all the blessings that 

God has bestowed on us?   

      As Americans 

for whom this day 

set aside for giving 

thanks is a unique 

tradition not cele-

brated in other coun-

tries, we should re-

member the history 

of Thanksgiving, and 

that our fore-parents 

gave thanks in spite 

of the hardships they 

had experienced dur-

ing those first 

months in a new 

land.  They had lost loved ones on the ocean voy-

age to the new world; and once here, sickness, 

death, harsh conditions, and hard living threatened 

to destroy them.  But, God had blessed them with 

new friends, who had shared with them, and 

taught them, and assisted them in making their 

new home in this new land.  Although we repaid 

their kindness by stealing their land and forcing 

them to live on Reservations, we still established 

a day when the community and ultimately the na-

tion would give thanks.  The Bible says that “this 

is the way God wants you who belong to Christ 

Jesus to live” (Message Bible).     

(Continued on page 2) 
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Homecoming CelebrationHomecoming CelebrationHomecoming CelebrationHomecoming Celebration 

Homecoming Celebration weekend at Wayman 

was both spiritual and uplifting.  We had a blessed 

time praising the Lord in two great worship services.  

On Saturday, alumni and current members of the  

Wayman Youth Choir sponsored a Pre-Homecoming 

concert with guest choirs from the area.  The program 

ended with guest choirs joining the Youth Choir to 

form a mass choir singing glorious praises.  

On Sunday, Wayman celebrated our Annual 

Homecoming and Stained Glass Window Dedication 

Service during our morning worship service.  Elder 

Cheryl Smith from Gospel Tabernacle Church in 

Clements, MD.  preached a dynamite sermon on our 

theme “Still Praising, Still Believing and Still 

Worshipping God”, from Isaiah 40:31, emphasizing 

that Wayman has sustained the storm and 

nevertheless, in  spite of, and anyway possible will continue to fulfill this theme.  Dinner was served 

in the lower auditorium while a slide presentation showed pictures of members from the past and 

present.  The Homecoming Committee would like to thank everyone who participated, attended, 

donated and prayed for us as we continue to remember the promises of God.  To God be the Glory! 

(Top L-R) Rev. Tonya Anderson; Sis. Andrea Darden, 

Homecoming Co-Chairperson; Sis. Sandra Dixon, 

Homecoming Chairperson;  Rev. Kenneth Johnson 

(Bottom L-R) Elder Cheryl Smith, Homecoming 

Preacher; Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  
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 The Pastor’s WordThe Pastor’s WordThe Pastor’s WordThe Pastor’s Word (Continued from page 1)  

      Giving thanks is not an option for Believers, but a con-

scious decision made by those who belong to Christ and 

have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to live trans-

formed lives.  The sentences of this entire text remind us of 

the requirements that go along with living as thankful peo-

ple, and are clearly explained in the Contemporary English 

Version of the Bible (CEV): 

“Don’t be hateful to people just because they are   

hateful to you.  Rather be good to each other and to  every-

one else.  Always be joyful and never stop praying.  What-

ever happens, keep thanking God.  This is what God wants 

you to do.  Don’t turn away God’s Spirit or ignore prophe-

cies.  Put everything to   the test.  Accept what is good and 

don’t have anything to do with evil.”  (5:15-20) 

        But, what do these words really mean?  They mean 

that kindness should surround us because we are filled with 

the fruit of the Holy Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control. And, we can’t act this way nor can we have this 

self-control on our own, but we act as people who have 

Christ in us.  And we pray, remembering that the Holy 

Spirit does not come and go as in Old Testament times, but 

remains with us always! So there are no excuses for our 

bad behavior, nor any excessive rationalization to explain 

away our ugliness and mean-spiritedness.  

     But, the text also means that there should be no long 

faces in God’s House, or in our Church meetings, or in 

Christian fellowship with other Believers, because we are 

commanded to reflect that the joy of the Lord is our 

strength, and that the strength of the Lord is our joy.  This 

means that our smiles reach our eyes, because our eyes, 

being windows to the soul, are always showing that the 

love of God is in our hearts and our spirits.  But most im-

portantly, the text reminds us that evil doesn’t live in our 

house or in our hearts anymore, because we have abstained 

from every form of evil.          

      Therefore, let us continue to embrace our thanksgiving 

as people who have “a thousand tongues” to sing His 

praise. Let us remember to allow God’s love to flow freely 

around us; and let cheerfulness abound in our hearts and in 

our minds so that God’s joy is reflected in our activity and 

our conversation.   Let us continue to allow God’s love to 

shine brightly in our homes and in our Church.  And in this 

season of special thankfulness, let us continue to “…run 

with patience (and with perseverance and determination) 

the race that is set before us, always looking to Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our faith!” 

    Love, Joy, Peace, 

    Pastor Poag-Ray 

 
News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff 

Editor - Pamela Spearman 
 

This Month’s Contributor(s) 
Sis. Sylvia Nolan 
Sis. Sandra Dixon 

Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray 

How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter 

♦ Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.   
♦ If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a 

couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and 
may not be included if too blurry  

♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.  
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff. 
♦ Email submissions to newsletter@waymangoodhope.org 

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2014-2015 
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever lives in me and I in him shall produce a large crop of fruit.   For 

apart from me you can’t do a thing.  If anyone separates from me, he is thrown away like a useless branch, withers, and 

is gathered into a pile with all the others and burned.  But if you stay in me and obey my commands, you may ask any 

request you like, and it will be granted!  My true disciples produce bountiful harvests.  This brings glory to my Father.”  

(John 15:5-8 – The Living Bible)  

In Memorial 

Bro. Earnest Coates Senior Choir Anniversary 

Sunday, November 2, 2014 

4pm 
Special Guests 

     Capital City Community Choir 

      Dr. Gwendolyn Young 

    Silas First Baptist Church 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH 

Sis. Sylvia Nolan, Chairperson 

Ebola: Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 

Last Updated: 10.29.14 
What is Ebola virus disease? 
Ebola virus disease is a severe, often fatal, viral disease. Currently, there are Ebola 
outbreaks in several Western African nations, including Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. For the most current information regarding Ebola and outbreaks, visithttp://
www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/ 
 

What are the symptoms of Ebola?  
Ebola symptoms usually include fever. Other symptoms may include headache, diar-
rhea, vomiting, weakness, joint and muscle aches, stomach pain, lack of appetite and 
bleeding. The symptoms can be similar to other, more common, infections. Symp-
toms appear 2-21 days after exposure to the virus, but most commonly occur 8-10 
days after exposure. 
 

How is Ebola spread?  
Individuals who do not have a fever are not contagious and cannot transmit the dis-
ease to another person. The Ebola virus is transmitted through direct contact with the 
blood or body fluids of an infected person who has symptoms or through exposure to 
objects (such as needles) that have been contaminated with infected body fluids. 
Transmission can also occur from directly handling bats, rodents or primates in areas 
where Ebola occurs. Ebola droplets are not airborne. Ebola cannot be spread 
through water or food (except for native bush meat). Ebola is not in food that is grown 
or legally purchased in the United States.  
 

Who is at risk for Ebola? 
Individuals who have recently been in a country with known Ebola virus disease  and 
who also have: 

• Contact with blood or other body fluids of a patient or dead body known to have or suspected to have EVD, or Direct handling of bats, rodents 

or primates. 
If someone has symptoms of Ebola virus disease and a possible exposure, that person should contact a health care provider immediately. 
 

What is the treatment for Ebola?  
There is no specific treatment for Ebola; treatment is limited to close monitoring and supportive care in a hospital.  
See:  http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/treatment/index.html 
 

How can County residents who are experiencing a fever, headache, muscle ache and other flu-like symptoms know if they have sea-
sonal flu or Ebola? 
Seasonal flu and Ebola virus infection can cause some similar symptoms. However, in Anne Arundel County, the symptoms are more likely caused 
by the more common seasonal flu than Ebola. In the United States, infections with Ebola virus have been uncommon and connected to travelers 
from one of the affected countries in West Africa or to health care workers caring for an Ebola patient from West Africa. 
 

Each year, millions of people are infected, hundreds of thousands are hospitalized and thousands die from the seasonal flu. In the United States, 
flu activity usually peaks between December and February; however, seasonal flu outbreaks sometime begin as early as October and can occur 
as late as May. 
 

There are tests to detect seasonal influenza and Ebola infection. A health care provider will determine if a patient should be tested for these ill-
nesses based on recent travel or exposure history, symptoms, and clinical presentation. For more information about Ebola virus infection, go 
to CDC - Ebola Virus Disease. 
 

An annual seasonal flu vaccination is the best way to help prevent getting the seasonal flu. For information about appointment-only flu vaccine 
clinics, see Seasonal Flu Vaccine. 
 

What is the risk of Ebola in Maryland?  
Currently, the risk of acquiring the Ebola virus disease in Maryland is extremely low. As of October 26, 2014, there has been no confirmed case 
acquired in Maryland. If a case is identified, there are established infection control guidelines to prevent transmission. 
 

What is the Anne Arundel County Department of Health doing?   
The County Department of Health  is in constant communication with the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) concerning 
protocols and guidelines for assessing any suspected Ebola case and those at risk. DHMH works with health care providers and local health de-
partments to quickly investigate reports of possible Ebola virus infections. The DHMH partners with federal health officials in order to monitor the 
national and global situation. See Local Partnerships Help to Ensure Ebola Disease Preparedness. 
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 Special AnnouncementsSpecial AnnouncementsSpecial AnnouncementsSpecial Announcements 

Bible Study  

Join us for a study of the Book of Acts 

Wednesdays at 7pm 

Wednesday Morning Prayer Line  
6:30 –6:45 am 

1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504# 

Dial in & put your phone on mute to listen 

The Wayman  Good Hope Community Job Center is open  

Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm by appointment. Please confirm attendance by noon each Monday 

Help is available for those who are: Unemployed, Looking for a Career Change, Want Career Training/Certification,  

Seeking Help with Resume Writing, Seeking Help with Interviewing Skills.  

Women’s Fellowship  

Friday, November  14th @ 7pm 

Please join us 

Men’s Fellowship  

Saturday, November 8th @ 9am  

All men are welcome 

Check the Calendar for other scheduled meetings 

 

Christian Cavaliers Anniversary 

Saturday, November 15th @ 6pm 

at Wayman Good Hope 

Calling all  Actresses, Actors, Musicians, Dancers  

& anyone who would like to be a part of  our  

Christmas production  

Please meet after morning worship service on the  

2nd Sunday, Nov. 9th 

Did you Know? 

Articles & Pictures of your organization’s activities are much more interesting than anything the editor 
writes? Help Keep the “News of Good Hope” interesting.  Submit your stories, pictures, recognition, etc. 

Deadline for publication in the October Newsletter is Sunday, November 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please notify Sis. Pam 

Spearman or Rev. Tonya 

Anderson by Wednesday, 

Nov. 5  if you plan to attend 

the Banquet. Payments will be 

accepted until Nov. 10 

 

Credit Cards can be used for 

Payments/Donations via 

PayPal on the Church website 

www.waymangoodhope.org 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 
Inez Boone 

Joanne Blackwell 
James Brown, Jr. 

Lloyd Carter 
Rev. Annette Colston 

George Darden 
Anne Coates Day 

Willis Day 
Marion Floyd 

Lillie Ann Henson 
Mediterranean Jackson 

Thomas Jackson 
Cora Jennings 

Elroy Johnson, Sr. 
Irene Johnson 
Joseph Lovett 
Gary Minniefield 
Monique Mobray 
Sylvia Nolan 
Roger Nolan 
Nola Solomon 
Gail Somerville 

Whitney Somerville 

Lorraine Staton 
John Stepney 
Shirley Stepney 
Lula Thorpe 
Alan White 
Barry White 
Grace White 
Shirley White  
Roy Wilson 

 
 

4th  Shayla Pearmon  
5th  Andre Butler  
  Ian McCullers  
9th  Paige McCullers  
10th  Luvinia Coates  
11th  Thomas Jackson  
12th  George Darden  
  Yvonne Melton  
  Hanna Pack  

13th  Kelvin Pack  
15th  Gail Somerville  
16th  Marjorie Coates  
21st  Shannon Jackson  
28th  Lakeesa Coates  
29th  Michael Gough  
  Maurice Lawhorne  
30th  Joshua Pack 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

View the “News of Good Hope” 

on-line at 

www.waymangoodhope.org 

click on the “publications” tab 

View the “News of Good Hope” 

on-line at 

www.waymangoodhope.org 

click on the “publications” tab 

 

Upcoming  Event 

Sunday, December 7th @4pm 

Wayman Male Chorus Anniversary 
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HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
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 WAYMAN GOOD HOPE AFRICAN METHODIST  EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor 

100 Hoyle Lane 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  

Rev. Tonya Anderson, Director of Christian Education 
Rev. Kenneth Johnson Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, Administrative Assistant  

Sis. Sandra Dixon, Financial Officer  
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon. - Thurs. 10am – 2pm 

 

Church phone (410)647-4867    Church fax (410)647-4883 
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com       Website – waymangoodhope.org 

 
 

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; to all 

who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of 

Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest of God.  Come then into God’s presence with joy in your 

hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and 

worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.” 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE   10 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  Every 1st Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Every 3rd Sunday 

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Children & Youth)    Tuesday 6:15-7:15 PM 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Adults)    Sunday  9:00-9:50 AM 

PRAYER CALL (Dial 661-673-8600  code 705504#) Wednesday 6:30-6:45 AM 

BIBLE STUDY (Adults)     Wednesday 7:00 PM 

MONTHLY 

LOVE FEAST     Wednesday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM 

OFFICIAL BOARD     3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals. 


